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PRESS RELEASE N 5
AT THE INTERNATIONAL PO DELTA BIRDWATCHING FAIR SCHOOLS AND YOUTH STILL PROTAGONISTS 

COMACCHIO (FE). Great news for youth and schools are scheduled for the 2006 edition of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, the International Fair on birdwatching and nature tourism taking place in Comacchio, Ferrara, from April 28th to May 1st. In this edition again, several initiatives in the programme of environmental education for youth and other travel offers for schools to visit the fascinating and uncontaminated ecosystem of the marvellous Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna. 

Integrating the didactic and leisure aspects related to nature, together with the respect towards the environment, represents the main objective of the activities developed for any kind of school and also for teachers and families with children willing to learn about nature in a dynamic and active way. 

A school trip to the Fair. The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2006 wants to create an opportunity to make a school trip or the visit to the Fair an enticing one. An occasion to bring the environment to youth’s attention, in particular as far as the observation of the wildfowl is concerned, together with the introduction to fragile ecosystems hovering between land and water, where hundreds of different bird species find their ideal habitat.  

A plenty of activities schools and families will be able to join. They will have the chance to participate in the environmental didactic laboratories for free, proposed by Environmental Associations supporting the event and also by qualified cooperatives of didactics which will be introducing activities related to the themes of birdwatching, migrations, dimorphism, birdgardening, photography, painting and naturalistic sculpture, typical manufacturing of marsh civilisation, made of patterns and basketworks of natural materials typical of the wet areas. 

Youth will also have the possibility to put into practice what they learnt at the Fair by participating in guided excursions accompanied by tour guides specialised in the environment, to the discovery of the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna wonders as real explorers, in complete respect towards the environment. 
The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair represents an occasion for teachers, youth and families to explore nature and get in touch with the birdwatching world at very advantageous conditions. It will be possible to receive, on request, tailor made travel packages from the best travel agencies of the territory, according to the different needs and to spend a pleasant weekend in touch with nature. 

The Spring Alive project. The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2006 presents and take part into the European “Spring Alive” project, coordinated by Lipu in Italy and promoted by Birdlife International, officially starting on February 1st involving over 20 European Countries. 

Italian children will have the opportunity, through the Internet (www.springalive.net ) of taking part in a global monitoring of the migratory species arrival, announcing that the spring time has come such as, for example, the White Stork, the Cuckoo, the Swallow and Swift, four species which can be found all over Europe. Everyone will be able to participate in the project, You will just have to report on line, after registration, the sighting of these birds, by providing data about the place and time of sighting. The site will record all the sightings coming from different places and, constantly updated,  will give information on time about on line maps, migration of birds announcing the spring time. This is about an important cooperation project among European Countries and children of different nationalities and also a perfect didactic initiative for teachers, a system to show how many similes there are between the environment we live in and those of other territories of the European continent. Data which will be time after time collected, have but little scientific relevance in the evaluation of the possible variations in birds arrival dates, in order to study the influence of weather changes on the wildfowl migrations. 

During the four days of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, the experts from Lipu will explain to the participating children, at the “Spring Alive” laboratory, how to watch birds and how to collect data about their flights over our houses, cities or country sides, in order to take note of the sightings on the Spring Alive site and thus contributing to the info collection as far as Italy is concerned. 









